Summary -Potted Douglas-fir [Pseudotsuga menziesii (Mirb) 
INTRODUCTION
The role of low temperatures in the breaking of dormancy was first discovered in 1801 (Doorenbos, 1953) . Al (Seidel and Keyes, 1983; Cooper, 1984; McBeath et al, 1984; Rind and Lebedeff, 1984; Slocum, 1985; Smith, 1985 Although previous studies have examined Douglas-fir chilling requirements (Wommack, 1964 ; Van den Driessche, 1975; Wells, 1979) (Lavender et al, 1970 by mid-August (Duryea, 1984) .
Mid-October was chosen for initiation of chilling because it was late enough to satisfy seedling requirements for short, mild days prior to chilling (Lavender and Stafford, 1985) and early enough to avoid natural chilling of seedlings. Previous studies (Lavender et al, 1970) 
